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Based on Mark 8:29, please address each question below with complete sentences and clear, specific explanations. 
1. Select one teaching of Jesus from the following choices: Matthew 5:21-24; Matthew 5:43-48; Matthew 6:19-24; Matthew 7:15-23; Luke 15:1-32; John 13:1-17 and 34-35; or John 15:1-11. Answer the following questions with in-text citations from a commentary in the topic study materials. The commentary used should be included on a reference page at the end of this document.
a. What was Jesus's point in the teaching? 
Your answer in 75-100 words:
	Mathew 5:21-24
This teaching is about anger and reconciliation. Jesus’s point in this teaching is to put emphasis on the importance of love. Jesus reminds people of the old commandment against killing. He goes a step further to add information that the interpersonal relationship between people is very critical. Jesus wants everyone to make peace and live peacefully with their neighbors (Brown & Roberts, 2018). The emphasis is that you cannot claim to love God while you are holding grudges against others. Therefore, before demonstrating the love for God through offering or sacrifice, you should make peace and reconcile with others. 


b. How might someone from an atheist or pantheistic worldview see the concepts of this passage differently?
Your answer in 75-100 words:
	This passage teaches about controlling anger and being able to reconcile with others. Atheists do not believe in the existence of a supreme deity in this case God. Therefore, atheists do not believe that what they do today could subject the to any form of judgement. I believe that an atheist could interpret the message from this passage to mean that it is good to make peace with people they have wronged. The reason for doing so is to live in peace but not to escape any form of judgement.


c. What does this teaching reveal about Jesus? 
Your answer in 75-100 words:
	This passage revels that Jesus loved all human beings despite their sins and differences. Jesus understood that being a human was tough and people often harbored bad thoughts and held on to feelings of anger against others. With this understanding, Jesus wants to teach people that love is the greatest command and that if they really love God, they should first love one another. God requires people to be honest and pure of thoughts (Brown & Roberts, 2018). Jesus advices people to clear their conscience before going before God, otherwise they face judgement.


2. [bookmark: _Hlk16676243]Select one of the following passages in which Jesus makes statements about his nature and purpose: Matthew 9:1-8; Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 7:18-23; John 5:16-18; John 10:25-38; John 14:5-11. Answer the following with in-text citations from a commentary in the topic study materials. The commentary used should be included on a reference page at the end of this document.
a. What is Jesus saying about his nature and the purpose of his ministry? What is the significance of this claim?
Your answer in 250-300 words:
	In Mathew 9: 1-8, Jesus heals and forgives the sin of a paralyzed man in his home town Capernaum. The man had been brought to the shores and when Jesus saw them, he sensed their faith and went ahead to heal and forgive his sins. In this passage, we learn that Jesus had sight beyond the normal human capacity (DelHousaye, 2020). He was able to see the faith in the man and those who had brought him for healing. People are usually biased but Jesus was able to see deep inside the people and to determine if they had enough faith.

We also learn that Jesus came into this world to provide healing. Jesus had performed many miracles and healing was one. Apart from healing the body, Jesus came into the world to heal the souls of believers by forgiving them their sins (DelHousaye, 2020). The paralyzed man thought that healing his body was enough but Jesus healed his soul by forgiving him his sins. This is an indication that Jesus did not only come to heal but also to forgive sins.

Jesus challenges the authority of religious leaders who preach water but drink wine. The scribes present during the miracle said to themselves that Jesus was committing blasphemy. Jesus was able to read their thoughts which further demonstrates his might power. By addressing these scribes, he sent a message to those who claim to follow God but fail to recognize high might power.

Jesus claimed that God had granted him power to forgive sins. This was important because man people who followed his teachings could have their sins forgiven. Also, Jesus went ahead and died for all our sins to be forgiven.


3. How would you personally answer Jesus's question, "But who do you say that I am?" (Mark 8:29). Describe your own beliefs about Jesus.
Your answer in 250-300 words:
	[bookmark: _Hlk25155868]The answer to this question will be based on two part; Jesus the person and Jesus the preacher. In the bible, not much is said about the early life of Jesus, who he was and what he did. “But who do you say that I am?” I would say that Jesus was the son of a carpenter and an average person who aims to start a ministry by following in the footsteps of John the Baptist. I believe that this definition of Jesus would have been used by many who knew him during his early life before the start of the ministry.

On the other hand, there is a lot of details about Jesus the man of faith. I would say that Jesus is the son of God who was sent to the world to bring healing, spread the message of love and to forgive our sins. Jesus did many miracles all of which I would use to describe him. Jesus was the great Messiah that all those prophets had foretold about. He was the light of the world and through him, the gospel would spread to so many people in the world and they would see the light and move from their wicked ways turning to God. Jesus was also a great teacher who used parables to deliver a message. He also represented the transition from the old covenant by ushering in a new covenant that was a fulfilment of the Abrahamic covenant (Chen, 2017). The new covenant is based on the law of Christ and was sealed by Jesus.
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